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                                                                                     Ladywoodñ1906 (south side) 
 
In July of 1992, G. Patrick H. Vernon published Ladywood, 

celebrating the 100th anniversary of the building of Ladywood, 
the Lake Simcoe residence of Herbert Evelyn Harcourt Vernon 
and his wife Mary (Maye) Adelaide Harcourt Vernon. Owner-
ship of the original ten acres of land on which Ladywood was 
built, has remained in the Vernon family since 1892. It is situat-
ed in the northeast corner of what was, up to 1903, a 600 acre 
property stretching along the south shore of Kempenfelt Bay for 
two unbroken miles, owned by George W. Allan and called 
Strathallan. 

 
One of the earliest Canadian examples of the òShingle Styleó 

cottage, Ladywood was designed by the Toronto architect Frank 
Darling (1850-1923). 

 
The book Ladywood consists of personal records (letters & diary entries) written chiefly by Maye Harcourt 

Vernon, her husband Herbert Harcourt Vernon,  sister Audrey Allan and her father George William Allan. These 
records reflect the impact of Ladywoodñitõs planning and building, its use and maintenanceñupon the writers and 
their family; and on many of their friends, neighbours and tenants. A few excerpts appear below for your enjoy-
ment . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mary (Maye) Adelaide 
Harcourt Vernon  
(nee Allan) - 1890 

 
 

The History of Ladywood 

 

Dearest Mayebird, 
 
 I donõt know a more fitting occasion than your birthday for giving you, with ever 
so much love, a deed of the Ten acres on Strathallan, which I hope will be a happy sum-
mer home for many a long year, for you, and Herbert, and your children . . . 
 
       Your loving father 
       G.W. Allan 

June 2, 1911 (Maye) 
 

. . . paddled into Barrie in one 
hour and twenty minutes today 

going straight and steady but not 
hard. We shopped and then pad-
dled over to Minetõs Point and had 

lunch . . . 

November 2, 1909 (Maye) 
 

We paddled to Strathallan yesterday  and got a huge 
bunch of flowers and a lot of grapes but the woods have 
dropped nearly all their clothes to the ground and stand 
shivering above the great yellow comforter theyõve 

spreadñ poor thingsð and we had five blankets each. 

October 12, 1911 (May Wraggeñhouseguest) 
 

We walked over to see the foundations (which are in) of the 
Manning mansion one day last week and were allowed to 
study the blueprints. It is going to be a good size . . . The 

bedrooms of which there are nine for themselves and guests 
are 8 x 10 . . . And the dining room is 14 x 15. There are 
three servantsõ bedrooms in the house and two chauffeursõ 
over the garage and the ice house is three times as large as 
the Ladywood one . . . The boathouse will be charming and 

there is such a good spot for it.. 



 

   Majestic Estate                                                  

Exterior 
Approximately 6,138 square feet finished, nestled on 
2.76 acres of land. Homeowner selected Murray Irwin, 
Contractor and Architect Ted Handy to design 
Approximately 224õ frontage on Lake Simcoe. Two ac-
cesses to water: original estate stone steps and wooden 
steps, each leading to its own concrete pad, docking for 
both pads. Electrical and water to both pads 
òEast Padó: approximately 14õ x 12õ wide and 22õ total 
feet of dock (currently used for boat lift). òWest Padó: 
largest with boat shed (shed approximately 22õ x 12õ). 
5ñ12õ x 5õ sections of dock. Dock ladder, dock fenders 
and cleats included. Secondary gated access to lakeside of 
the property 
Several options with respect to boathouse. Possibility of  
building a double boathouse with loft as per neighbour-
ing properties or expand upon the existing structure. 
Speak to listing agent for further details/information 
Owen Sound ledge rock & stucco exterior 
Perennial gardens border the flagstone walkway and pa-
tio. Covered front entry with pine beams 

 

Garage 
Extra deep (24õ) triple car garage with inside entry 
Storage loft above garage (could easily be finished with 
access via the upper level study) 

 

 



 

   Foyer/Great Room                               

Foyer 
Solid wood door with glass side panels and overhead 
transom 
Dramatic foyer boasts slate floor and vaulted ceiling with 
triangular windows 
Open wrought iron/hardwood staircase leads to upper 
loft 

 

Great Room 
Balau hardwood flooring throughout principal rooms 
Architecturally interesting vaulted ceiling with multiple 
heights (up to 20õ), pot lights and directional lighting 
Crown moulding throughout and 8ó baseboards 
Angled, floor to ceiling picture windows provide 180° 
views of the water and grounds 
3-sided Napoleon gas fireplace with walnut mantle & 
slate 

 

2 pc powder room 
Heated slate floor, granite countertop and modern fix-
tures 

 

Laundry/Mudroom 
Slate floor , òcorian-likeó counters and lots of storage 
Under counter Frigidaire washer and dryer 
Inside entry to the garage 

 

 


